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Abstract

This study aims to monitor news frames used by websites of foreign
electronic satellite channels in Arabic on the issue of the Palestinian bid for
membership in the General Assembly of the United Nations. The study
investigates the most prominent news frames, mechanisms and tools used in
framing. Also, the study identifies the central figures in the websites in question,
focus areas, and trends in coverage by the Arabic-language foreign satellites
websites. Moreover, the study tries to pinpoint areas of difference and agreement
in these websites.

The study is descriptive and uses frame analysis theory by drawing on
media surveys approach and the technique of systematic comparisons. Data were
collected using two tools: content analysis form and personal interviews.

The researcher adopts a comprehensive survey of the news materials on
the issue of the Palestinian bid for membership in the United Nations General
Assembly in three websites: Russia Today, BBC Arabic, and Al-Hurra Satellite
Channel. This period surveyed lasted for four months starting from September
29™ 2012 to January 29", 2013.

The study reached the following findings:

1. The study highlights a great interest by Russia Today in the issue of the
Palestinian bid for membership in the General Assembly of the United
Nations, compared with BBC Arabic and Al-Hurra websites.

2. This issue was on the forefront of news forms used in the websites in question.

3. BBC Arabic and Al-Hurra websites ignored mentioning their materials sources
in their coverage of Palestine's bid for membership in the General Assembly
of the United Nations, while the percentage of not mentioning sources by
Russia Today was 34.48%.

4. Weakness of the websites in making use of the possibilities offered by the
Internet, especially using multimedia, i.e. using video with written texts.

5. The websites showed a trend supporting the Palestinian bid for UNGA
membership, while Al-Hurra Channel's websites showed noticeable
differences in the opposite direction.

6. The examined websites relied on the frame of resulting consequences with a
high percentage in covering the issue of Palestine's request for membership
in the UN General Assembly in comparison with other frames.

[¢]
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7. The examined websites relied on Israeli persons as key figures in covering this
issue, while clear differences emerged in each website, especially Al-Hurra
website that depended primarily on Israeli figures with 45.80%.

8. The websites focused on providing proposed solutions to the issue of
Palestine's bid for membership of the General Assembly of the United
Nations (for example, return to negotiations, stopping Israeli settlements and
activating the two-state solution) instead of presenting reasons for the
Palestinian UN application. There was a discrepancy between the websites in
question in relation to quoting the Palestinian reasons including (the stalled
peace process, ongoing Israel settlement) and Israeli reasons including
(hindering negotiations and fear of prosecution).

9. There was a variety in the mechanisms and tools of framing used by the
websites in question in their coverage of the Palestinian bid for membership
in the General Assembly of the United Nations, with key words being
highlighted having 25.96%.

Based on these findings, the study reached a number of recommendations
and suggestions for the websites of foreign satellite channels in Arabic:

1. There should be more attention paid to the Palestinian cause. Covering
developments in Palestine should fit with the attention given to the
Palestinian cause among the Arab public.

2. It is necessary to mention sources of the materials released to the public, and to
avoid providing anonymous materials.

3. There should be an increasing interest in using various prominence elements
relating to multimedia/ video clips to lend support to news texts and to attract
the public to these websites.

4. It 1s necessary to conduct research and special studies on news frames,
especially on the Western news media in g Arabic on various issues. Also,
research should be done on the second level of News Framing Theory which
is related to the impact of framing on the public.

5. There should be a strategy for the Arab satellite media to make use of News
Framing Theory in formulating their news materials, allowing equal
presentation of issues to the public.

[ 2]
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(1) Margaret Cissel, "Media Framing: A Comparative Content Analysis on
Mainstream and Alternative News Coverage of Occupy Wall Street", The
Elon Journal of Undergraduate Research in Communications, Vol. 3
,No.1 , spring 2012, p.p67-145.
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(1) Melanie ~ Stawcki, ”Framing the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: A Study of
Frames Used By Three American Newspapers’, Master thesis, University
of Missouri-Columbia ,USA, December 2009.
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